Assembly: Wednesday 3rd February 2010
NOTICES FIRST.
This has been an amazing week in many ways.

We, the Chorister School team, like to hear and celebrate the successes that have been achieved. What never ceases to amaze me is that EVERY week I can stand before you and tell you about something outstanding that has happened...and this week is no different.

I told you last week about three of our team representing us in the National Primary Maths Challenge Finals that take place today. Rachel, Dominic and Joseph will be with me from 0935 this morning completing their papers. It is so exciting! Good luck from everyone here.

What if I tell you, though, that there is someone else, ..........someone else...... amongst us who is representing the Chorister School in a National Final? 
The news came through this week that one person’s Biathlon performance was so outstanding, even on that wet and windy day in December when we sent a team to the regional finals, that they came in the top 34 in the WHOLE of the country. And who gave this amazing performance? Who will be representing us in the National Finals? Kari Dougall! We would like to congratulate you Kari, please stand. Well done!

This week has seen a large number of talented pupils sitting entrance exams on Saturday, and since the beginning of the week, the scholarships to Durham School have taken place. On Monday, April, Emma and James took their art portfolio and were set a task to complete that day for their art scholarship. I saw some of their work; it was magnificent.

Yesterday I spent an enjoyable time taking the music scholarship candidates across to Durham School. You would think that a walk across would be the same each time. Well, actually, it was not. We had the pleasure of avoiding hot tarmac being  put into potholes on the path; we met the 5th and 6th forms going swimming. We held up the 3rd Form PE lesson as they were doing some very exhausting looking exercises.....and then later, the 4th Form who were running laps on the bridge....probably in preparation for the path races!
In addition, there was the joy of transporting the musical instruments. I was lulled into a false sense of security by the first three candidates, Niall, Anna and Isaac, who were able to carry their own music and relatively small cased instruments. But then, Lexy had a saxophone that I am sure shared its case with at least a tonne of stones......Matthew’s cello that I am sure was really a double base....and then there was Francesca’s French Horn. I did not realise I should have been in training to carry the instruments!
Did the physical demands end there? No! Fran forgot her music for the French Horn... and so I telephoned Mrs Tasker who said she would meet me as I made my way back from Durham School. Well, anyone watching would have thought that we were part of the veteran path race team as she ran from school....and I did the same...meeting on Prebends Bridge. Fran you owe us!
Anyway, the work that has gone into the preparation for the music and art scholarships has been amazing. I was so proud of all our candidates Saturday, Monday and yesterday. Today our sport scholarship candidates (Catherine, Emma, and April, Phillip, Ryan, Tim and Alex) have already left. Tomorrow, Tim and Peter go for the DT scholarships.

All these exams and scholarships. All these talented pupils. We would like to congratulate all those who have been involved and are here with us now. Please stand.

I could not bear it if we did not all get a chance to see the magnificent work of the scholarship candidates. So, once the scholarships are over, there will be lunch time recitals and exhibitions so you can see and hear the talent of those members of our chorister school team.
There are other talents, too of course, that we like to celebrate. Some of those include being kind, caring for others and wanting to do something for those less fortunate than themselves. Now those are some of the characteristics of our Chorister School team.....and there is one amongst us who contacted me at the weekend to ask if we would be able to do something for those people who have suffered due to the terrible earthquake in Haiti. He said that UNICEF were asking schools to hold a non-uniform day on Friday in order to raise money to support the people of the island. He said that he would design and print the posters and bring them to put around school to advertise the event. We see them up in school now. There will be a non-uniform day on Friday. And who has had the idea and advertised the event? Tommy Bell. Well done Tommy.
Despite the continued poor weather our teams have taken part in the u12 netball tournament and foot ball matches this week.

The u12 Netball team did really well against very difficult competition in the tournament. Mrs Plummer was organising the event for Durham and, as with the u13 tournament the week before, it ran like clockwork. It was an incredibly cold and at times, wet afternoon, but the girls kept trying and the squad put in some very good performances against very good opposition. Our team finished 5th overall....out of 9. So well done. 

The u13 football team played Red House at soccarena on Monday. Mr Brown was really proud of everyone’s efforts as every team member showed total commitment and real skill. 
Please can all ream members stand so we can congratulate you.
On Friday, it is the Teenage Cancer Trust concert in the Cathedral. Choristers and members of the Galilee choir from the 5th and 6th form are taking part. Mr Butcher and Mrs Tasker are also singing! We hope the practices go really well, and we look to hearing of the performance next week.

Now, if that isn’t enough to look forward to, there is another major event happening next week. If I say the words.........chocolates...........roses ............. key rings............coasters.....YES! The MIM valentines’ Day delivery service will be available next week.
It is, of course, that special service for that special person in your life. The delivery that makes heads turn, hearts flutter.......and disrupts every lesson that the red heart cushion appears in..... The special service that you can request in COMPLETE CONFIDENCE. The special service that makes you think ‘I wish it was Valentines’ Day every week! 

Forms with the list of items available for delivery will be going up soon. 

I look forward to bringing more news of the Chorister School team next week!
