Assembly: Wednesday 10th  February 2010
NOTICES FIRST.
This is our last full assembly before half term. I am going to really enjoy sharing with some more wonderful things that have taken place this week.
You are, we are, without doubt an incredible team. We are going to hear such a variety of news and events...

Last Wednesday the boy choristers took part in a broadcast evensong. This meant that they sang at evensong in the Cathedral that was recorded by the BBC. It was transmitted on Radio 3 to a national audience, but it did not stop there. Evensong was also broadcast to an international, world wide audience via BBC i player and the World Service. I know that the performance the boys gave was first class. Mr Lancelot is thrilled by the standard you produce. Please stand so we can congratulate you on your wonderful performance.

As you know, last week saw people going to Durham School for entrance and scholarship examinations. We are still awaiting the results! The week before however, one boy travelled to Ampleforth to do a music scholarship audition. We heard this week that he was successful. Who is the first member of our chorister school team to win an award? Matthew Kaley. Well done Matthew on a fantastic achievement.

We may be waiting for the Durham School results, but there is one thing we can be sure of. The behaviour, attitude and good manners of all our candidates impressed every person who met them at Durham, whether at the exam, scholarship or interview. And to be told that, is an award for us all already... and one of which you, and we, can be justly proud.
Good behaviour, good manners....when else have I seen that this week? Well, when the school governors came into lunch on Friday. They were able to sit with pupils while having their lunch and they clearly enjoyed the company of the pupils they spoke to. And who were these pupils? Well, they were people like Iain who had, actually, finished his lunch, but was prepared to sit and talk to the governor until he had finished.....and Harvey, who sat and explained how much he enjoyed being at the school. And that got me thinking. It made me think of how many of you were new to the school in September...James, most of the girl choristers, Harvey joined us in October, and yet you have taken on board all the things that are important to us all, us, the chorister school team. We are very proud of what you have achieved.

There have been some wonderful performances by you in different sports this week. On Monday it was the path races. For the first time in the centuries old tradition of the path races there was a change to the format. There was, for the first time since 1416, a separate Girls’ and Boys Path Race. The course was the same, but there was a senior and intermediate winner of both races as well as the overall house position. The girls event was won by Beatrice for the seniors and Rachel in the intermediate. Alex won the senior boys and Keir the intermediate boys. As a result, Skirlaw won the overall trophy for the girls and Pudsey for the boys. I know that everyone who took part tried their absolute best and we would like to congratulate you. So, if you took part and represented your house please stand.

On Sunday, William travelled to Rugby School where he played for the North of England against the South of England. In a very hard match William performed magnificently in his position as centre.

On Thursday the u11 girls played netball against Bow School. The team played outstandingly well. They totally outclassed the opposition. All of the team displayed neat footwork, accurate passing and a wonderful sporting attitude. Well done.
The girls u13 hockey team played against the High School. They played amazingly well and won easily, by 7-2. The u12 hockey team found themselves in a much closer game. They tried hard but eventually went down 3-1.

The High School, Bow School...what other school could we challenge to a different sport. I know. Swimming! Yesterday the Chorister School swimming team swam in a gala against Durham School. There were some amazing performances from our boy and girl swimmers.....and our staff looked very smart in the school colours! I was so impressed with the commitment and skill you showed....and Choristers won every category of the competition....boys, girls and overall. Very well done!

If you have played netball, hockey or were in the swimming team please stand so we can congratulate you.

On Friday, there was the Teenage Cancer Trust concert in the Cathedral. Choristers and members of the Galilee choir from the 5th and 6th form took part along with pupils from 9 other schools. The performance was amazing and raised an enormous sum for the Teenage Cancer Trust. Thank you Mr and Mrs Tasker for all the hard work you put in to making the evening a success. Please could everyone who has taken part stand ....we would like to congratulate you.

Many things have been achieved this week. Many exciting things....many unusual things. I have heard of planes that turned into aliens, chocolate spread being used as glue....tall buildings being made of bread....it can only be Mr Brown’s cookery class. You are clearly so talented in producing unusual and tasty treats. Um....maybe a MIM cookery book will follow!
Before we move on to what we can look forward to later this week, I would just like to say something to those of you who walk across the bridge with the walking bus. The conditions this term have been absolutely treacherous at times. However, you have behaved sensibly, and have been so supportive and kind to the young ones who walk with you. Well done. 

On Friday the 6th form depart to Askrigg. They I know, will have a great time, rising to every challenge set and achieving their personal goals. Askrigg this year would not have been even possible without the enormous amount of work that Mrs Field has completed in organising the trip for you all. All the pupils will be accompanied by Mrs Field, Mr Jenkinson and Mr Underwood on the trip. We wish you all a very successful and exciting time and we look forward to hearing all your news on your return.

Ah! What is this I hear? What is happening?(Mrs Tasker playing a romantic piece)
It is, of course, that special service for that special person in your life. The delivery that makes heads turn, hearts flutter.......the special service that you can request in COMPLETE CONFIDENCE. The special service that makes you think ‘I wish it was Valentines’ Day every week! 

There are valentines day sales at morning break today and tomorrow!

Enjoy your half term break when it starts on Friday. You all deserve it.
