Assembly: Wednesday 23rd  February 2010
NOTICES FIRST.
Wednesday morning assembly. This is a time I really enjoy. It is the time in the week when we can all share in the success of what has been achieved. This is has been an especially busy week.....as you will hear.
Now most of you will have seen the X-Factor...when people audition and then perform in order to gain the opportunity of releasing a CD. Well, guess what? We have our own stars making a CD this week. The boy choristers have been recording on Monday and Tuesday evening and finish tonight. The recordings have demanded a great deal from everyone: patience and dedication, as well as skill and talent. I understand that the recording engineer has been really impressed by your efforts and we are certainly proud of you all. We really look forward to hearing the finished product and we would like to congratulate you on everything you have achieved so far.

Still staying with the musical theme, there are two other musical events that have taken place this week that we need to applaud. The first is the Galilee choir singing evensong on Monday. It is always hard to come back straight after half term and give a performance in the Cathedral, and I congratulate you on how well you did. Well done! 
The second event was the Outreach visit that the girl choristers undertook for the first time yesterday. I understand that the school you visited were thrilled with your singing and the discussion you took part in. It is wonderful to hear of you being such excellent ambassadors for the school. Please can the Galilee Choir and the girl choristers who took part yesterday, please stand so we can congratulate you. Well done.
Before half term we were invited to take part in a different kind of event in the Cathedral. Many of us here are used to performing and do so almost daily, but a small group were asked to take part in a different Cathedral project that involved people from all parts of the county. It was the  ‘The Bible Read’ ...and the aim was for the the Bible to be read from cover to cover during the week. Four of our pupils: Peter, Lexy, Fran and Tim read the St John’s Gospel, chapters 1-5. Our wonderful readers were complimented on their clarity and pace...somehow they managed to fit the passage exactly into our half hour slot! Well done!

I unfortunately had to go to a long meeting yesterday afternoon and so was unable to see the first match of the u9 high five netball A and B teams that was played against Yarm. I did though, return in time to see two of our players and Miss May, waving goodbye to the departing team. I could tell on the faces of our players that we must have put up a very good performance. This is the particularly difficult in High-Five netball remember, where you have to rotate your position and play, not just your favourite position, but all of them in the course of the game. The u9B team tried incredibly hard and had many shots on goal that just missed and went down eventually 9-0. Our A team however, who lost 13-0 to Yarm the last time they played, saw a lot of their shots reach the target. Players tried hard and showed a great deal of skill in overcoming the opposition. The A team ....won 6-4. We would like to congratulate both teams on representing us so well, so please can all the players stand......Scarlette, Niamh, Sophie, Katie, Imogen, Indea, Sophie, Emily, Emmanuel, Connie, Samantha, Orla, Shiona and Olivia. Well done!
Our girls have also entered Triathlon competitions recently. During half term, three of our girls took part in the Bedale Open Triathlon. A Triathlon involves ....... running, swimming and shooting. Kari, April and Claudia did really well in this incredibly demanding event. The final positions saw April and Claudia achieve a wonderful 5th place but Kari, who came 2nd in the run, 1st in the shooting and then 1st in the swimming was FIRST overall. Fantastic! Please all three stand....well done!  Kari also gained 2nd place and a silver medal in the north of England Triathlon. Absolutely amazing! Well done!
I would like us, at this point, to wish the u13 and u11 girls hockey teams the best of luck when they play in the National Mini Hockey tournaments that are taking place later this week. On Thursday, the u13 play and on Friday, the u11 play in their section of the tournament. We wish you all well and look forward to hearing of your news next week.

We are awaiting the final scholarship results and so I would like to wait until next week as well to give you the news on the success of our members of the Chorister School team. There will also be an opportunity.....for the first time to......well.......... you had better wait to next week for that particular news!

Now, before I introduce the final major event that has taken place this week..... I want to talk to you about that time of the day when there is a calm over the school. .......that time.......... about half past four............. when prep is being done quietly, and people talk in hushed tones. Well! ...........NOT YESTERDAY! At half past four, yesterday, everything changed. Weapons were brought into school... People were seen in armour...other people were carrying large shields. What was going on? Well, prep emptied...pupils left the area to follow...MR KEYS and two weapons used in Roman times, the Ballista and Trebuchet . He then went on to show everyone how these weapons worked .....and FIRED them! Just ask Mrs Dugdale and Mrs Field about that! In fact, I was amazed to see them in school this morning! And, one of the bolts from the Ballista was last seen flying over the Sports Hall...and ...we have no idea where it landed!
Parents came to collect their children...not one was to be seen.....Mr Penny said they were ROMAN about with Mr Keys....but in the end, all the pupils were safely found. If you want the inside news ask Harvey and Liam......
One of the many reasons I enjoy coming back to school after half term is hearing of the 6th form and the time they spent at Askrigg. I therefore cannot wait to see, and hear, from Mrs Field, who, together with Mr Jenkinson and Mr Underwood kindly took the 6th form on this exciting trip.

