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The Weekly Newsletter for all parents, friends and governors
Bede’s Bones – A Medieval Mystery
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On Wednesday afternoon Form One were invited to travel back in time to the year 1104 to Durham Cathedral to investigate a mystery. Prior Turgot (the Prior of the Cathedral 900 years ago) had been shocked to discover that someone had stolen the bones of the Venerable Bede from St Paul’s Church, Jarrow and taken them to the Cathedral. No one had confessed to the crime and Prior Turgot was sure it would bring shame to the Cathedral. Form One became monks for the afternoon and had to handle artefacts, read character statements, reveal guilty secrets and use their great powers of observation and deduction to solve the clues and find the culprit. 
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The Form One ‘Brothers’ thoroughly enjoyed dressing up, acting as medieval detectives and collecting as much evidence as they could from around the Cathedral. On Friday morning a Chapter Meeting was held in our very own Chapter House (Form One). All the evidence collected was reviewed, character statements reread and motives and suspects energetically debated. Eventually a vote was taken and the vote declared ‘Thomas 
Partrike’, the Sub-Prior to be the guilty party – his motive – to shame the Prior of whom he was jealous. The punishment recommended by the ‘brothers’ was excommunication from the oratory and meals and being beaten with a cane or a whip - ‘the stripes’ – a very severe punishment.  This was a marvellous activity organised by the Cathedral Education Service (CEDRIC). It allowed the children to demonstrate a very high level of skill in speaking, listening, debating and critical thinking within a very
enjoyable and relevant context. Huge thanks to Elizabeth Baker for providing such an imaginative way of presenting History to our children. 
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Pre-Prep Sparklers
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William Smail

Georgia Powell

Lauren Hobbs-Lynn

Oscar Davis
Keep sparkling!
Stars of the Week
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Flambard:
Jonathan Bushnell

Amy Douglas
Langley:
Niamh Faulkner-Walford
Pudsey:
Ewan Fox

Alexzander Parsonage


Raj Singh
Skirlaw:
Thomas Richardson


Chanka Jayaweera
Parents’ Evenings
The Second Form Parents’ Evening will be held on Wednesday, 3rd February in the Assembly Hall, 6.00 – 8.00 pm.  Parents will receive their invitation in the post.
The First Form Parents’ Evening will be held on Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th of February in First Form. All First Form parents should receive an invitation today, Friday 29th January. An appointment list will be put on the First Form notice board from Monday 1st February. Please sign your name beside a convenient time and date.
Chorister Auditions
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The next voice auditions are to take place on Saturday, 6th February.  If you would like your child to have a voice trial to join the Cathedral Choir, please contact the school office for further information and to arrange an appointment.















Confirmation
Preparation classes for confirmation will be taken by the School Chaplain, Revd David Sudron, on Thursdays at 4.00 pm in the Head’s sitting room.

Confirmation for pupils will take place in the Cathedral at the Dawn Service, on Easter Day, Sunday, 4th April, for pupils who will have reached the age of eleven by that date. 

LAMDA Results
Congratulations to Clara Skelton-Foord and James Hewitt who were inadvertently omitted from the newsletter last week with their results for the November 2009 examinations.  Clara gained a distinction for her Verse and Prose entry and James gained a merit for his Verse and Prose - Grade 1. Very well done!
Games
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U13  Hockey v Red House

Result:  Won 5-4 

Scorers:         April Rae (3), Catherine Pemberton, 
          Lexy Powell
Best Player:  April Rae
U12  Hockey v Red House

Result:  Won 3-1 

Scorers:        Susannah Smellie (2), Emily Soppitt
Best Player:  Susannah Smellie
Choristers senior hockey teams continued their winning ways with two more victories this week.
The U13 game was finely balanced at half time with the scores at 2-2 and the game dominated by the centre midfield players of both teams.  Catherine Pemberton and her opposition counterpart were the players to beat if any goals were to be scored.  With Emma Gray providing accurate balls from defence, April Rae was able to use her speed on the left wing to good effect.  She latched on to any loose balls in the circle to score another hat trick, whilst an accurate penalty corner strike by Catherine Pemberton in the second half tied the game at 4-4.  It could have gone either way but decisive play in front of goal by Lexy Powell gave Choristers the victory.
Meanwhile the U12 team found themselves 1-0 down at half time in another closely contested battle.  Emily Soppitt found the goal early on in the second half which gave her team the necessary encouragement and belief that they could win the match.  Once Zoe Jackson and Beatrice Smellie began to release the ball quickly from the defence the speed and skill of Susannah Smellie came into play.  Red House tried valiantly to cope with her incisive moves towards goal but she was determined to give her team the victory.  Choristers improved team play in the second half was the difference between the teams.

U10 Hockey Tournament 

Results: v RGS Lost 1-0, v Yarm Drew 1-1, v Durham High Drew 0-0

Overall: 3rd in Group A

Goals: Ellie Heydon (1)

Best Player: Claudia Mason

The Under 10 team played 3 matches at the Hockey Tournament last week. They played well as a team throughout and adapted to changes of position. There was a lot of attacking play by Kari Dougall initially (taken off injured) then followed by Ellie Heydon who scored against Yarm. Georgina Brown 
provided strong forward line support and provided a good partner for Emma Chandler on the right. Violet Beaumont had her debut as a Chorister School team member and rose to the challenge. She played at the back with Phoebe Sowerby. Phoebe Sowerby stood into the captain’s shoes whilst Kari Dougall was injured and Claudia Mason came up to the midfield line. Claudia Mason played tirelessly looking for opportunities to pass, stepping back to defend and not being afraid to make the tackle. She moved to find a space to receive free passes especially when long corners were awarded. An enjoyable tournament played with excellent Chorister sporting spirit.

Matches next week:-
Monday 1st February -
U12 & U13 Netball v Sunderland High School
(a) 2.00 

Inter girls squad hockey training (1.30 at Durham School)
Thursday 4th February -


U11 Hockey v Bow School (a) (2.00 at Durham School)
Senior Hockey Squad training (1.30 at Durham School

U12 & U13 Hockey v Durham High School (4.00 at Durham School)
Hockey Highlight

Congratulations to Emma Gray and April Rae who have been nominated to attend an assessment on Sunday 31st January for the U14 County Hockey Academy.  Play well girls and we hope you are selected!

Sport@Choristers
Thanks to everyone who has returned their R.F.U. 
raffle tickets stubs and money.  If anyone still has tickets to return, please do so immediately as the deadline is imminent. 

Daily Mail Sports Offer
We have registered for this offer and you may have noticed the posters and large collection box in the Entrance Hall.  The Daily Mail is offering £300.00 worth of kit for 1000 mastheads (the title at the top of every front page of The Daily Mail or Mail on Sunday) and £500.00 for 2000 mastheads.  If we manage to achieve this we will also be automatically put into a draw for a special coaching session.
Please ask family and friends to collect them for the children (or parents) to put into the collection box. Thank you if you are able to help.  
Pre-Prep After School Club
Further reminder: All parents should have received a copy of the revised handbook.  Please remember it is important to complete a booking form for your child whether it is for a regular or a weekly booking.  Many thanks for your co-operation.
Public Speaking Competition
Please note that this will take place on Thursday, 11th March and not 11th February as in the term card.
The “Friends”
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 2nd February, in the Assembly Hall at 7.00 pm.  We encourage parents to attend this meeting which will also include the election of new officers.  Refreshments will be served.
Nursery and Pre-Prep Uniform Appeal
Nurs
ery and Pre-Prep would be most grateful for any donations of unwanted girls underwear tights and purple joggers (all in small sizes).

May we remind parents to remember to return any items of uniform which have been lent to your children in an emergency.













And Finally … … …
Manisha Singh in Purple and her big brother Raj in the First  Form have shared their exciting news with us this week.  They told their respective classmates and teachers how proud they are of their grandfather who has recently been awarded an M.B.E. for his services to the community.  We are all delighted to hear of this good news.
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