Assembly: Wednesday 27th  January 2010
NOTICES FIRST.
I want to do two things today...talk about the things we have done last week and what we are looking forward to next week.

Amazingly, despite the weather our teams have taken part in netall, hockey and foot ball matches this week.

The u13 football team have had two matches: the first against Mowden and the second against Sunderland High.

I know from what Mr Brown has told me on your return that he has been really pleased with your standard of play. The first game saw the players in their first match together. They played really well against a Mowden team with a strong midfield. We won 2-0: Phil and Chiran scoring. There were excellent individual performances from everyone.
On Monday we played against Sunderland High. The standard from our players was even higher than against Mowden. However, the Sunderland goalkeeper was outstanding. We rained shots on goal: hit the bar, the post, the ball was knocked out for corners. In the end, the final score was 3-0 to Sunderland High.

Well done boys. Please could you stand so we can congratulate you on all your efforts.

The girls teams too have played well . The u10 hockey team played in the county tournament.They played well as a team throughout and adapted to changes of position. There was a lot attacking play by Kari and Ellie. Georgina provided strong forward line support and provided a good partner for Emma on the right. Violet played in her debut match and rose to the challenge magnificently. Phoebe and Claudia played strongly in Midfield. It was an enjoyable tournament played with excellent Chorister sporting spirit. Well done girls! They came second in their group.

The u13 netball team played in a county tournament too. This tournament was organised by Mrs Plummer and so was very efficiently run! The girls played really well, finishing third.
On Monday, the u13 and u12 hockey teams played Red House. There was outstanding play from all of the girls as the results achieved testifies to this. The u13 team won 5-4 (April, Lexyx2, Diana, Catherine). The u12 won 3-1 (Emily, Susannah x2)

Well done on all your efforts. Well done.

A large number of you took part in the Gala on Friday. I love that occasion when all of us are cheering and supporting each other. It was a time when talented swimmers could show their skills, but also for those who, despite it not being their favourite sport, were prepared to do their absolute best for their house. I applaud you all; it was a magnificent occasion.
The first form have had a very exciting time! On Wednesday afternoon they were invited to travel back in time to the year 1104 to Durham Cathedral to investigate a mystery. Prior Turgot had been shocked to discover that someone had stolen the bones of the Venerable Bede. No one had confessed to the crime. Form one became monks for the afternoon and had to handle artefacts, read character statements, reveal guilty secrets and use their great powers of observation and deduction to solve the clues and find the culprit.
The First Form decided that Thomas Partrike was guilty and recommended that he be ‘excommunicated from the oratory and meals’ and also ‘beaten with a cane or a whip’. It was a wonderful activitas it allowed the children to demonstrate a very high level of skill in speaking, listening, debating and critical thinking. A big thank you to Elizabeth Baker for providing such an imaginative way of presenting History.

As I mentioned to you last week, many of our sixth form have been preparing for examinations and scholarships. The first four candidates to sit examinations were Lexy, Charlotte, Michael and Sunera at RGS. I am delighted to tell you that all four have been asked for interview next week. We wish them well and congratulate them on their success.

This weekend see a large number of 6th form sitting the 13+ entry examination and King’s Scholarships. The following week many are also undergoing scholarship entries in Art, Music, Sport and DT. Now, scholarships are unusual in that it is the only time when you undertake an examination where you are in competition with other people doing the same exam. Normally, if say, you are taking a maths exam and the agreed grade for 70% is an A...and everyone gets 70%...then you are all awarded an A. In a scholarship that doesn’t happen....you are in competition with other people.
That is why, if you are prepared to sit a scholarship or an entry exam you go with our support, our encouragement and our admiration. It does not matter to us what grade you get as long as you do your best. It is wonderful if you pass, if you are given scholarship awards....and we will celebrate with you; but if you don’t manage to get an award you have our congratulations too...just for trying. 

On Saturday, the music scholars played their scholarship pieces in front of family and friends. Unfortunately, I was not able to be there, but I know from Mr Keys, Miss Graham and Mrs Tasker have told me that you all did amazingly well. How you have the courage to stand up and sing and play I do not know. ..
The 13+ entrants are also joined by the 11+ deferred entry (sitting the exam now, for September 2012 entry)...and I would like you to stand so that we can give you our encouragement and support.

Our three Primary Maths Finalists also have a busy week next week. They are taking their final papers next Wednesday...3rd of February. We will have our fingers crossed for them.

Also preparing next week are the choirs taking part in the Teenage Cancer Trust concert in the Cathedral on 5th February. I cannot even begin to tell you how much work has gone into the organising of the concert by Mr and Mrs Tasker .  Today, the choirs are going to Barnard castle school for rehearsals. We hope they go really well, and we look forward to next week and the performance.

So many things you have achieved in one week...and so much to look forward to in the week ahead. None of these would be possible without you having the support your wonderful hardworking staff. I would like to thank everyone for their efforts.
Well done. Have a really successful, if demanding, week.

