Assembly: Wednesday 2nd December 2009
There have been some amazing performances from members of our Chorister School team this week. The first I should mention is to the First Form who have given us an outstanding assembly this morning. Well done to you all.

The second team performance I would like to mention is that of the under 11 hockey team who played Bow School last Friday. It was some match!  The game actually started quite slowly , but soon picked up pace as the Chorister team began to move the ball forward at every opportunity. By half time there had already been goals...and.... all to us! Ellie, Amber and Kari all scored in the first half and, at half time it was 4-0. Amazing.

Surely we couldn’t continue like this in the second half? Well.........we did! Despite pressure from the opposition, the defence of Louise, Claudia and Phoebe stood firm and Kari, Georgina and Rachel were instrumental in setting up more goals. Ellie and Amber scored again...and again! The final score was Choristers 9, Bow 0. We would like to congratulate you all.
Unfortunately, the boys have had their matches cancelled this week. However, the under 11 team is looking forward to their tour to Scotland. 
Other teams have put in great performances this week. On Saturday and Sunday the Choristers sang the advent services in the Cathedral. However many times the choir practiced their routine it could not have prepared the new choristers for the dramatic way the service unfolded. At the start the Cathedral is totally dark, apart from the lighted candles carried by the Choristers. Their singing echoes through the magnificent building. The performances were wonderful and everyone who attended was thrilled to have been there. Christmas had begun.

On Monday the Galilee Choir sang evensong. They too did exceptionally well. So much so, in fact, that the Dean commented on how impressed he had been, not least with the 4 members of the choir for whom this had been their first evensong.

I would like all three of our choirs: the boy choristers, the girl choristers and the Galilee choir to stand so we can congratulate you on your performances this week.

Yesterday we all had the pleasure in seeing the Nativity Play. Those little ones managed to remember their lines, their position on stage and sing all the songs. The nursery children also took part and didn’t we love the song they joined in to sing. Alex ensured the lighting and other effects went to plan and would like to thank you for all your hard work and support for the pre-Prep Nativity Play.
Now some pupils who have started in our Nativity grow up to become accomplished actresses. No more so than Ellie and Sophie who had notable roles in Scrooge –The Musical. This took place at the Gala Theatre to sell out audiences every night. I know that they had to work hard in order to be able to give their outstanding performances in the week of the play. Well done and congratulations from all of us.

Other people have recently performed at the Durham City Amateur Swimming Gala! Members of our school that took part were Emma, William, Sandy, April, Kari and Connor. They too put in some outstanding performances. Medals were won by 

Sandy – Bronze 100m Breaststroke,

Connor – Bronze 100m Freestyle,

Emma – Silver 200m Butterfly, 4th 100m Breaststroke

Kari – Bronze 50m & Bronze 100m Freestyle

Well done. Please stand so we can congratulate you.

I would too like to present Ethan with his Drum Kit certificate and congratulate you on your performance in your exam.
Attending the advent service made me think about Christmas approaching.
I was considering what we could do in the build up to this important time of the year.
I thought.....Christmas trees. Then I thought, decorating Christmas trees. Ah!........a form competition based on the best decorated tree...and  an important person to judge the competition.
Now, what sort of tree? A large, bushy tree? A large bushy tree that would be easy to decorate?..........No!

I thought, let’s go for the small, thin tree. A tree that would be a real challenge to decorate. The rules? No lights and no copying other classes’ ideas.

 Now, despite a member of staff trying to sneak their tree out of the staffroom early to gain an advantage, and me having to get it back again...Mr Brown!....I am going to present each form with their tree for the competition. You will have until 12 o’clock on Thursday 10th December to decorate your tree. At 12 o’clock on that day all decorating must stop and a very important person...the Chapter Clerk of the Cathedral....... will be coming to judge your entry.

The competition winners will be announced in Final Assembly!

We have one more Wednesday assembly here before the end of term. Have another good week.
