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Durham Cathedral Choir

Voice Trials
If you have heard the Cathedral choir, you may think the standard is too high for your child, but you need to remember that the children who are contributing most have had at least two or three years’ training.  The Organist is not expecting to audition ready trained singers; the children who are offered places are those who show some potential and whom the Organist feels he can train.

This is a unique opportunity for children, to sing in a first-class choir, be educated at one of the leading preparatory schools at much lower rates than normal and gain something which will provide him or her with a lifetime’s enjoyment.

The answer to the question “Could my child be a chorister?” will only be answered by trying!

Trial Procedure

Candidates are heard individually and informally in the Organist’s house.  The trial will include:

	A prepared song
	This should be chosen to show the child’s voice off to the best advantage and having regard to the candidate’s present ability.

	
	

	Scales
	Singing up a series of scales to “la”.

	
	

	Repeating notes played
	Single notes are played on the piano and the child should attempt to sing each one back in tune.



	
	

	Some simple melody tests
	A short series of notes played on the piano after which the child should attempt to sing them from memory.

	
	

	Some simple rhythm tests
	A short series of notes played on the piano after which the child should attempt to clap the rhythm.

	
	

	Two and three note chords
	Chords are played on the piano and the child will be asked to sing the notes back.  As an extension of this test, the candidate might be asked to sing them in a particular order.  (The chord is played between each attempt at one of the notes).


It will help the candidate to have had a little experience of these tests with a musician at school, or with a music teacher, or with a church organist or choir master.

Children selected will need to show alertness, intelligence and evidence of a musical ear.
